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1910, his legacy was a stronger and larger
community, and a church that this year proud-
ly celebrates its centennial.

As both the congregation and community
grew, the church relocated a bit north to the
current day City of Pearl. There the members
continued to meet in another local school until
1921. With a desire for their own permanent
place to worship, the decision was made to
purchase one acre of land. To construct their
new church home, the members purchased
the abandoned Union Jackson Methodist Epis-
copal Church South on Old Fannin Road. Built
in 1850, the structure was dismantled and
moved by wagon to its current day site. The
original pulpit of the old Union church is still
used to this day.

When the congregation began worshiping in
the new building, they adopted the name Pearl
Chapel Methodist Church, and thirty-six years
later the name was changed by church resolu-
tion to Pearl Methodist Church. The congrega-
tion continued to grow, bringing many changes
to the church as well as new buildings, such
as new Sunday School rooms and administra-
tive offices. In 1952, more improvements were
made, such as the beautiful chancel rail,
which is still in use today. During the next fifty
years, the church saw many changes and im-
provement to accommodate the growing con-
gregation. One final change was chosen in
1968 as the church adopted its modern day
name of Pearl United Methodist Church.

Since 1909, eleven members have an-
swered the Lord’s call to ministry and the con-
gregation has heard the word delivered from
nine humble servants: Reverend James F.
Campbell, Sr., Reverend F.L. Applewhite,
Reverend E.R. Dickerson, Reverend L.T.
Brantley, Reverend Jim Campbell, Jr., Rev-
erend C.V. Bugg, Reverend George Thomp-
son, Reverend Scott Larsen and Reverend
David Patrick.

Many things change over the course of a
century, but after hundreds of worship serv-
ices, weddings, christenings, and baptisms,
Pearl United Methodist Church in Pearl, Mis-
sissippi has remained faithful to its calling . . .
serving God and the citizens in the Pearl com-
munity.

————

THE SAFE SCHOOLS
IMPROVEMENT ACT

HON. LINDA T. SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 5, 2009

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California.
Madam Speaker, today | am introducing the
Safe Schools Improvement Act. My lead co-
sponsors Rep. MCCARTHY, Rep. ROS-LEHTINEN
and | strongly believe this bill provides crucial
support to our efforts to reduce the national
drop-out rate and make schools safer for all
students.

An unsafe school environment interferes
with students’ ability to learn. Children who are
bullied miss more school, have lower self-es-
teem, and are more likely to drop-out or com-
mit suicide than those who are not. Nearly 40
percent of middle-school and high-school stu-
dents report that they do not feel safe at
school and one in 10 high school drop-outs re-
port that frequent bullying was a major reason
they dropped out. As we move to reauthorize
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the landmark No Child Left Behind law, we
must examine and address how improvements
in school safety can positively affect student
attendance and academic achievement.

The Safe Schools Improvement Act would
require schools that receive funding from the
Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Communities
Act to implement an anti-bullying policy that
protects students from bullying and harass-
ment. It also requires these schools to collect
data regarding bullying and harassment inci-
dents and would allow them teach students
about the consequences of bullying and har-
assment.

Today’s children are the economic engine of
our future, and we are relying on schools to
provide the education they need. Congress
must therefore help schools provide safe
places for students to learn. If we do not, we
risk losing more children to the streets, to de-
pression, or even to suicide. America’s chil-
dren deserve our support. They deserve the
Safe Schools Improvement Act.

—

RECOGNIZING THE SIGNIFICANCE
OF CINCO DE MAYO

SPEECH OF

HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 4, 2009

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to show my support for H. Res.
230.

This resolution recognizes the historical sig-
nificance of the Mexican holiday of Cinco de
Mayo.

On May 5, 1862, untrained, outnumbered,
and outgunned Mexican forces—determined to
protect their land—successfully defended the
town of Puebla against the French. Against
overwhelming odds, they managed to drive
back the invading French army, achieving a
total victory over soldiers deemed among the
best trained and equipped in the world and
embarking the end of the European domina-
tion in America.

General Ignacio Zaragoza Seguin led the
Mexican Army at the Battle of Puebla. He was
born in la Bahia del Espiritu Santo, in what
was then the Mexican state of Coahuila y
Tejas, now the city of Goliad, Texas, in the
United States. A Statue of General Zaragoza
now stands in San Agustin Plaza in the down-
town historic district of Laredo, Texas.

Although the Mexican army was eventually
defeated, the Battle of Puebla has come to
represent a symbol of Mexican unity and patri-
otism in the history of Mexico.

| am honored to celebrate this important day
in Mexican history and to lend my support to
this resolution.

———

INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION
TO AWARD THE CONGRESSIONAL
GOLD MEDAL TO THE CREW OF
THE APOLLO 11 MISSION TO THE
MOON

HON. ALAN GRAYSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, May 5, 2009

Mr. GRAYSON. Madam Speaker, it is with
great pride that | introduce legislation today to
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award the Congressional Gold Medal to four
brave and exemplary Americans: Commander
Neil A. Armstrong, Command Module Pilot Mi-
chael Collins, and Lunar Module Pilot Edwin
E. “Buzz” Aldrin, Jr.—the crew of the 1969
Apollo 11 mission to the Moon. Additionally,
this legislation would award a Congressional
Gold Medal to John Glenn, the first American
to orbit the earth and the man who helped set
NASA firmly on the path of human space ex-
ploration. Forty years ago, five hundred million
people watched as Armstrong took those fate-
ful steps onto the Moon’s surface, the first
time humans had set foot on another world. In
words that were as poetic as the occasion
was meaningful, Armstrong said, “That’'s one
small step for a man, one giant leap for man-
kind.” He was shortly followed on the Moon’s
surface by Aldrin, as Collins circled overhead.

| was eleven years old that day, and |
watched the Moon landing, joining much of
humanity in celebrating this tremendous col-
lective accomplishment. My family was on va-
cation, but | had persuaded my parents to let
me stay in the hotel room alone all day and
watch television, so | could see these giant
men take those giant steps. Their mission was
a landmark for America, for the world, and for
all time. Americans are still inspired by these
men, and their mission to travel over 250,000
miles of dead space to reach our closest ce-
lestial neighbor. | remember at the time think-
ing that humankind as a species is capable of
true greatness. While wolves howl at the
moon, humans visit it.

On this journey, the Apollo 11 crew showed
remarkable bravery protected for days from
the lifeless vacuum by only a thin metal shield.
They collected more than forty pounds of lunar
samples, took photographs, and deployed ex-
periments to study the solar wind, lunar dust,
enable laser ranging, and forever carry out
passive seismic measurements. Their foot-
prints remain on the Moon today. The entire
endeavor was the culmination of an intensive
effort by tens of thousands of scientists, engi-
neers, and other dedicated individuals to meet
the challenge laid down by President John F.
Kennedy eight years earlier. President Ken-
nedy encouraged Americans to rise to chal-
lenges, like this one, and the American people
responded with ingenuity, discipline, and a
spirit of cooperative effort. This journey took
political will, scientific and technological risk-
taking, inspiration, and the heart and soul of
millions of Americans supporting the space
program. And it took the competence and
courage of Armstrong, Aldrin, and Collins to
make Apollo 11 the success that it was.

As the culmination of the U.S.-Soviet space
race that commenced with the Soviet's launch
of Sputnik in 1957, Apollo 11’'s success sig-
nified the United States’ ability to establish
preeminence in space. It also helped inspire a
generation to pursue careers in science and
engineering, and to believe in the power of
American society. Alone in that hotel room,
watching TV, | certainly felt a lasting sense of
meaning, that connection to those three brave
astronauts. These astronauts represented in
that moment America’s destiny, a destiny
shared by the thousands of men and women
who worked to make it happen. This includes
John Glenn, of course, another brave pioneer
of human space exploration who had made
their journey possible.

Madam Speaker, | thus think it is only fitting
that in this fortieth anniversary year of the
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Apollo 11 mission, we grant these four brave
Americans the recognition that only this Con-
gress can bestow—the Congressional Gold
Medal. That is why | am introducing legislation
to that effect today. I'm pleased to be joined
in this initiative by the Chairman of the House
Science and Technology Committee, BART
GORDON; the Chairwoman of the Space and
Aeronautics Subcommittee, GABRIELLE GiF-
FORDS; Committee Ranking Member RALPH
HALL; Subcommittee Ranking Member PETE
OLsoN; and Florida Members SUZANNE
KosMAS and BILL POSEY. | believe this rec-
ognition is long overdue, and | urge my col-
leagues to support this legislation so that it
can be enacted into law.

———

IN HONOR AND APPRECIATION OF
MAYOR DOUG STOVER

HON. KENNY MARCHANT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 05, 2009

Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor and express my appreciation
for the service of an exemplary citizen, Mayor
Doug Stover of Coppell, Texas. Doug began
his public service as an elected official in May,
1998 as city councilmember of Coppell, fol-
lowed by six years of service from 2003 to
2009 as the mayor of Coppell. During this
time, Doug’s passion and leadership guided
the community as evidenced by the city’s fi-
nancial strength, economic development,
sound infrastructure, strong public safety
record and first rate education system.

Mayor Doug Stover is Equity Compensation
Manager for Celanese Corporation. He holds
a BBA in Finance from Texas Tech University.

In May of 1998, Coppell consisted of 29,850
citizens and has grown to a community of
39,500. The adopted budget for the 1998-
1999 fiscal year was $35,182,905 and grew to
$81,057,966 in the 2008-2009 fiscal years.

Under his leadership, the City of Coppell
added many facilities, physical improvements
and infrastructure. These projects include a
Justice Center housing the Police and Munic-
ipal Courts, municipal service center, aquatic
& recreation center, animal shelter and adop-
tion center, Town Center Plaza, Old Town de-
velopment, multiple park facilities, multiple
road improvements, with a new senior and
community center and municipal cemetery
now being constructed, all developed to meet
the needs of a growing population.

A major focus on economic development
was also led by the mayor. This resulted in
many commercial and industrial developments
bringing new revenue to the city that has en-
abled the community to enjoy many quality of
life improvements without the need for addi-
tional tax rate increases.

Public safety was also a high priority under
the mayor’'s leadership. Red light cameras
were installed, 25-mph zones were imple-
mented on residential streets, and a Citizen’s
Police Academy was established in his push
to increase public safety.

Funding for CISD schools was addressed
through the 379A Sales Tax which generated
sales taxes for the community’s education
issues. The Infrastructure Maintenance Fund
was created by a sales tax election for 1/4-
cent being directed for the crime district and 1/
4-cent for streets.
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Mayor Stover's selfless public service has
clearly shaped the city of Coppell and helped
make it the thriving community it is today.
Doug possesses a genuine passion for
Coppell which characterized his many years of
service to the community. His first priority was
always for the betterment of the citizens of
Coppell, which helped make him a popular
and well-respected leader. On behalf of the
24th Congressional District of Texas, | con-
gratulate Doug Stover for his remarkable serv-
ice as mayor and wish him the best of luck in
his future endeavors.

———

IN HONOR OF THE NAVY FEDERAL
CREDIT UNION GRAND OPENING
AND DEDICATION CEREMONY OF
THE BRIAN L. McDONNELL CEN-
TER

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 5, 2009

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, on
behalf of the United States Congress, it is an
honor for me to rise today in recognition of the
grand opening of the Navy Federal Credit
Union Brian L. McDonnell Center at the Herit-
age Oaks campus in Pensacola, Florida.

Navy Federal was organized in 1933 with
only seven initial members. Since its founding,
it has evolved into the world’s largest credit
union, employing over 7,000 employees, and
consisting of 3.2 million members. Navy Fed-
eral serves as a vital resource for our military
and is found all over the world, providing ex-
cellent financial service for all of our service-
men and women.

In addition to the outstanding financial coun-
seling and assistance Navy Federal provides,
it is a leader in developing higher environ-
mental standards. Driven by the objective to
create a workplace focused on the employee,
Navy Federal pursued Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design (LEED) certification
for its first building in Pensacola. This was the
first commercial LEED building in Florida to re-
ceive the U.S. Green Building Council's GOLD
rating. The new Brian L. McDonnell Center
was constructed with the same standards of
excellence.

As Navy Federal expands numerically and
evolves environmentally, it continues to esca-
late the level of quality it provides. The First
District of Florida is very fortunate to house a
corporation that values the interest of its cli-
ents and their community above all else.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United
States Congress, | am proud to recognize this
grand opening and dedication ceremony and
look forward to the progress it will undoubtedly
create.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. J. GRESHAM BARRETT

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 5, 2009

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, unfortunately | missed recorded
votes on the House floor on Monday, May 4,
2009.

May 5, 2009

Had | been present, | would have voted
“yea” on rollcall vote No. 229 (Motion to Sus-
pend the Rules and Agree to H. Res. 230),
and “yea” on rollcall vote No. 230 (Motion to
Suspend the Rules and Agree to H. Con. Res.
111).

———

CONGRATULATING DR. EDWARD G.

BOEHM, JR., AND REGINA E.
BOEHM, RECIPIENTS OF THE
5TTH ANNUAL AMERICANISM
AWARD FROM B’'NAI B’RITH

AMOS LODGE NO. 136, SCRANTON,
PENNSYLVANIA

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 5, 2009

Mr. KANJORSKI. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to ask you and my esteemed colleagues
in the House of Representatives to pay tribute
to Dr. Edward G. Boehm, Jr., and his wife,
Regina E. Boehm, of Lackawanna County,
Pennsylvania, who have been selected to re-
ceive the 57th annual Americanism Award
from the B'nai B’rith Amos Lodge, No. 136, of
Scranton Pennsylvania.

Dr. and Mrs. Boehm are worthy recipients of
this prestigious award because each of them
has worked for many years to contribute to the
communities in which they have lived.

Dr. Boehm is president of Keystone College,
LaPlume. He previously held positions at Mar-
shall University, Huntington, West Virginia;
Texas Christian University, Fort Worth, Texas;
and American University, Washington, DC.

Dr. and Mrs. Boehm are both active mem-
bers of the Scranton area community. Dr.
Boehm’s leadership and accomplishments
have been profiled in the University of Michi-
gan’s CASE study entitled, “Keystone College:
Renaissance and Transformation” and in the
book, “Power Thinking: How the Way You
Think Can Change the Way You Lead.”

Regina Boehm holds a degree from the
Pennsylvania State University and she studied
at the University of Maryland and Texas Chris-
tian University. Her career included manage-
ment, education, and nutrition. She is a grad-
uate of the Executive Series of both Leader-
ship Lackawanna and Leadership Wilkes-
Barre.

She is a recipient of the Junior League of
Scranton Roseann Smith Alperin Award, the
Northeastern  Pennsylvania  Council  Boy
Scouts of America “Salute to Northeastern
Pennsylvania Women” award and she was
also honored by the Scranton Times Tribune
newspaper.

Mrs. Boehm has been active on the North-
eastern Pennsylvania Philharmonic Board,
past president of the Philharmonic League of
Northeastern Pennsylvania, the Boys and Girls
Club of Scranton, Wyoming County United
Way, the Northeast Theater, the Garden Ex-
change, ACT 101 Advisory Board, the
Spouses Task Force of the Council of Inde-
pendent Colleges and she is currently on the
board of the Scranton Community Concerts.
She also served as chairperson of the Wa-
verly Antiques Show and the Philharmonic
League’s Antiques Show and Sale.

Dr. and Mrs. Boehm also served as co-
chairs of the 2003-2004 United Way cam-
paign for Lackawanna County.
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